The Beahrs Environmental Leadership Program brings environmental professionals from around the world to UC Berkeley for a 3-week summer course. Participants are encouraged to form ongoing, collaborative working relationships with each other and UC faculty.
foundation that will fight poverty in East Africa.
the 2002 course included field tours of sustainable winegrowing techniques in Napa Valley and the Agroecology Center at UC Santa Cruz, as well as a 4-day case study of community forestry and participatory forest research in Trinity and Plumas counties. "The Beahrs program provides an international showcase for the Division's world-class research and extension programs," Zilberman says.
The program has developed several mechanisms to facilitate ongoing contacts among participants, including mentored fellowships with UC faculty, a Web-based alumni network, an information clearinghouse and alumni newsletters. A pilot Beahrs "satellite center" is under way in the In addition to workshops and panel discussions, Philippines in conjunction with the Southeast Asian Graduate Research Center in Agriculture (SEARCA), which will offer environmental management training workshops in Asia and encourage collaborative research with UC Berkeley faculty.
Over the next 3 to 5 years, Marsh says the Beahrs program would like to raise a n endowment, update and expand the course curriculum, strengthen its leadership component via partnership with the UC Berkeley Haas School of Business, and further develop the alumni network. Perhaps the most critical outcome will be the connections that participants make with each other and the joint projects that result. "I will always cherish this network. I will stay in touch with them," says Beahrs program graduate J.K. Ladha of India, UC Davis adjunct professor and soil scientist with the International Rice Research Institute. "I have a strong feeling that they will become environmental leaders in their countries." 
